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Homeless amongst young in America
According to the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development, homelessness is the state in which people lack a rigid night time place of residence. Within the year 2014, approximately one and a half million people were found to be homeless in America. Due to the government’s efforts, all of these were sheltered. There was a constant rise in this figure up to the year 2019 (United States Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Annual Homeless Assessment Report). The American government has been able to provide shelter to approximately 65% of the homeless population as according to the 2018 statistics report. According to history, homelessness is believed to have emerged in the 1930s. It was in this era that unemployment began saw to rise and issues of social problems, which resulted in distress. According to statistics, most of the homeless are males. However, the biggest question of concern is the homeless young population. These are individuals who do not have a proper economic background of their own, and hence survival is difficult.	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: Hi, Nancy – Is “rigid” a word from the report?  If so, you might want to define it; I think of rigid as meaning unyielding, unbending ; I am not sure what it means in this context.  If this work isn’t from the report, I’m not sure it’s the word you’re seeking.  	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: Hmmm – this confuses me a bit too. We know that not all homeless people in the US are sheltered and likely were not all sheltered in 2014 either. . .  We also know that not all shelters are funded by the government. So many are independently funded (women’s shelters especially) or state-funded. A lot of homeless people “couch-surf” . . .  So I feel like we need to unpack these numbers and the meaning of them further. I love the idea of starting the paper with broad context; so let’s try to figure out the most accurate way to word the information. Feel free to email the original source material or suggest times for a Zoom if you’d like. 	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: Yes, see – this figure says 65% (about 2/3) of the known homeless were sheltered by the government in 2018.  SO, did the government’s ability (or willingness) to shelter change that much, or did the homeless population increase that much . . . That is a colossal difference, from 100% to 65% sheltered in just 4 years’ time. 	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: I really like the strategy you chose of going from the broad picture to narrowing down to your specific focus in the paper.  This is a great strategy.  Now, let’s state your multi-part thesis statement that you’ll take up and explore in the paper. That is really, really important.  
It is estimated that every year, approximately 4 million youth and the young population have issues to do with homelessness. In the midst of the 4 million estimated homeless young population, an estimated 0.7 million young populations is unaccompanied and have no sense of belonging to any family. They, therefore, have no parents or guardians. It is estimated that around 41,000 of these youths who have no knowledge of belonging experience homelessness each night. Research from the Chaplain Hall made the following observations from the University of Chicago:	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: Not to belabor the point, but you state here that 4 million youth are struggling with homelessness.  In your opening sentences, you note that just a few years ago the entire homelessness population in the country was less than half that, 1.5 million.  That’s part of the struggle I’m having with your opening. 	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: Please cite your source for the statistics that you’ve been giving in these opening sentences.  If it is Chaplain Hall, you could use that lead-in phrase at the beginning of the paragraph.
·     1 out of 10 youths aged 18-25, and 1 out of 30 adolescents are homeless and unaccompanied.
·    29% of youths who are homeless experience drug and substance abuse.
·     69% of homeless youths have mental disorders.
·    Approximately 33% in one time have ever been in foster care.
·     Half of the youths who have run away from their homes have been detained in the juvenile legal system.
·     Approximately 27% of these homeless youths exchange sex for other basic needs. The causes and the effects of homelessness within the Youths in America	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: Remember to follow your data with the in-text citation. Here’s a great quick reference: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xXn2UITEqlo&t=37s


Causes of Homelessness
There are a lot of factors that contribute to the homelessness of youths. One of the major factors that contribute to homelessness is demographic factors. In 2019, the Congressional Research Service conducted research. It found out that family conflicts are a significant source of homeless youths. 
Family conflicts may end up causing these youths to engage in drugs and substance use, premarital and commercial sex, academic failure, and sexual disorientation. Some of these factors may lead to the youths running away from their homes. They may end up becoming pregnant and addicts for the rest of their lives. The are adversely affected.  In this case, the females tend to run away more than the males due to their delicate emotional composition. 	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: Excellent information in this paragraph. Remember to add an in-text/parenthetical citation to what source this information comes from.  	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: Hmmm – is “delicate emotional composition” accurate?  It feels a bit sexist to me. 
Children in foster care are another group that is affected by homelessness. This group is subject to some conditions that may put them on the verge of running away from their homes. With reference to the Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System, more than five hundred children ran away from their foster homes in the year 2017 alone. This runaway condition is said to be most affected by age. It is said that these run away mostly occurs at the age of 15.
The human development factor is another critical aspect. It is a determinant in the decision making of every person in the different stages of life in the growth of humans. It enhances planning and the ability to make perfect and well-reasoned ideas before execution. In young people, decision making might be a problem, and hence it puts them at a high risk of making decisions that may put them in danger. It, therefore, explains the reason behind the youth and the adolescents running away from their homes. It is due to poor decision making.	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: Remember to indent new paragraphs.
Consequences of youth homelessness	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: Generally speaking, it’s best to use full-fledged paragraphs in a research paper.  An occasional list might be okay in an informal paper, but here you have a whole section of the paper that is in bulleted list. Let’s make these regular paragraphs where you fully develop your ideas, integrate research from various sources, and include your in-text citations.
    These affected persons suffer a great deal of threats. They are prawn to insecurity, especially kids that have no persons that they would call family. They may suffer from abuse since they have no immediate source of protection from family members or any other person.	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: prone?
    They are prawn to lack of basic needs, they have no rigid economic foundation, and hence they are not well off economically. They cannot fund their food and hence may end up becoming emaciated, and if not so, they end up feeding on garbage pits from hotels and other food shops. They have no shelter, and hence they sleep on the wet floors along the streets.
·  These youths become subject to diseases such as HIV. Some of these youths have to trade sex for their basic needs. To get these basic needs, they cannot choose between those to trade sex with, and hence they may encounter several people with sexually transmitted diseases and hence catch them.
· These young aged youths may end up engaging in crimes. They may end up as professional pickpockets or even professionals of high-level crimes such as armed robberies and murder. They may end up in such activities to have a source of livelihood to sustain them since they have nobody to take care of them.
·   Some of these youths end up becoming lunatics. Their untreated mental disorders may worsen and later reach some higher levels of mental disorders that cannot be reversed in any way.
·  These youth may encounter cessation of their education. This is brought about by various factors such as lack of school fees, shelter, shame from being homeless, and lack of basic needs to sustain them.
·   It may lead to increased suicide from depression and the creation of an unhealthy state of living. Hence, they may find no need to live a life full of misery from the difficulties that they encounter (National Coalition for the Homeless, 2009).
Furthermore, referring to the Congressional Research Service report on Runaway and Homeless Youth, a third of the youths who are homeless may end up engaging in prostitution. This is as per the National Sexual Violence Resource Centre.  It is said that these youths may end up engaging in prostitution acts immediately after fleeing home. According to the American Academy of Paediatrics, the leading cause of death amongst the homeless youths who appear to be unaccompanied is suicide.
Resolutions to curb homelessness amongst the youth	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: I appreciate seeing this chronology of acts.  My challenge here goes back to your rhetorical situation and your thesis statement. Remember that the best research paper thesis statements are debatable.  That is, that make an assertion that needs to be proven. A research paper generally puts forward a theory, idea, or persuasive argument to convince the reader to do or to believe something.  This list of acts is informative, but I don’t know how you want me to use this information. Do you want me as a reader to realize that these kinds of acts have been unhelpful, as we can see from the growing numbers of homelss youth, and that I should be advocating for a different approach? What approach?  Or do you want me to see that the nation has always been concerned about homelessness in young people? . . .  I’m not sure what you purpose and goals are here for your readers. 
The Act, known as the Runaway Youth Act, formed in 1974 to help youth, was later changed to the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act. Its role is to amend the funding of various stakeholders of the runaway programs for the youth. The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, which had been formed in 1987, is another Act that provides for the caretaking of the homeless youths. It caters to various needs of easing education for these youths. Its role is making sure that all students learn even if they are homeless. The Chaffee Foster Care Independence Program is another major stakeholder in taking care of homeless youths. It comes in support of youths who are about to surpass the foster care age. These funds can be used for education and housing purposes. The following are some of the policies instituted to make an easy way for the homeless group:	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: Here, too, let’s shift away from lists to paragraphs.  
    In the year 1912, the Children’s Bureau formed an investigative unit to investigate and make a comprehensive report on all the issues faced by the homeless.
    In the year 1933, the Federal Transient Bureau came up with a system to provide help to the homeless group. 
    In the year 1950, the Social Security Act amended (PL 81-734), which authorized the use of child welfare funds if only it would help to bring back a runaway teen below sixteen.
·    In the year 1958, the Social Security Act amended (PL 85-840), which made provisions of funds to help in bringing back a runaway child below eighteen.
· The Runaway Youth Act made an amendment in the year 1974 to cater to the basic need of runaway children using the Basic Centre Program.
· The Runaway and Homeless Youth Program made an amendment in the year 2015 to see to reporting of all data to the Homeless Management Information System. This is a system that is used to receive funds from the Department of Housing and Urban Development.
· In the year 2018, the Runaway and Homeless Youth Act was authorized again for the fiscal year 2019 and the fiscal year 2020.
The United States Interagency Council on Homelessness was made in 1987. This council works hand in hand with other agencies. It reformed to see to the end of the Youth Homelessness by the end of the year 2020. This is to enable the composition of some more strategies to view to the end of homelessness amongst the young population. The vision of this council is to promote the community response for the youthful homelessness current state. It has conducted benchmarking activities, and hence it is addressing so many challenges that were previously not addressed.
CONCLUSION	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: Related to my previous comment, I’m also looking for a conclusion.  What do you want your reader to “take away” from this essay?  What do you want us to now do or to understand or to feel or to think about homelessness in youth? I think that area on this page called “Strategies for writing an effective conclusion” are helpful: https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/conclusions/



 
References	Comment by Sherri Vanden Akker: Okay – let’s talk about your references.  You have a start here.  In the essay you introduce your sources well, generally (like According to the Chapin Project . . .  . You have the beginnings of a References page here.  But there’s essential stuff missing. 
Remember that you need at least 2 scholarly articles that were peer-reviewed.  You can find that in the college library databases; one of the search options is for peer-reviewed articles. 
 Your citaitons are missing a lot of information and you’ve got some challenges here with formatting.  Check out this page on the OWL at Purdue that gives helpful info about citing information you found online: https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/reference_list_electronic_sources.html.  You can also look in the left-hand navigation panel on that page for other types of sources; when you click on the source type, you’ll get information about how to cite it. 
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